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Connected



From the very beginning, curiosity and learning refuse simple and isolated things;
they love to find the dimensions and relations of complex situations.

 (Reggio Emilia Department of Education, 1987, p. 19) 



"OUR JOB IS TOO DIFFICULT AND TOO
BEAUTIFUL TO DO IT ALONE." 
_-AMELIA GAMBETTI, REGGIO EMILIA 2015

Peachtree Presbyterian Preschool is a participating

school in Project Infinity, a collaborative,

longitudinal, action research project involving

schools for young children in Atlanta and Greenville,

South Carolina. Experiences within the project

include ongoing collaboration meetings and

exchanges between and within the schools, group

visits to other schools in the United States, readings,

discussions, conversations with visiting

professionals, study weeks in Reggio Emilia, and

restructuring the way professional time is invested.

The pedagogical review for the 2021-2022
school year narrates the stories of children,
families, and educators as they made
connections to build knowledge and live a
joyful life.



three-year-olds
88

two-year-olds
75

pre-k
75

toddlers
52

5/6
35
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TOGETHER WE ARE

MISSION

THE PRESCHOOL WAS CREATED TO
PROVIDE AN EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION OF THE HIGHEST QUALITY,
FOUNDED ON A FIRM COMMITMENT TO
GOD AND A DEDICATION TO THE
HIGHEST PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS.

22 classrooms

325 children
65 staff members

Endless Possibilities

271 families
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Throughout the Preschool, educators designed educational contexts to foster relationships. 
 For example, they were curious about how children used mark-making/drawing to express the
connections. The teachers provided positive encounters that were attractive to the children
and were subjects that the children approached with empathy. These unconventional
experiences supported children's intelligence and creativity while highlighting the mindset
that connections are part of life.

School-wide Intentions
Connections



Connected to a Spider Web
a glimpse into the classroom
At the beginning of the year, the teachers were curious about how children encounter
nature, so encounters  were designed for children to explore outside. The children
noticed the vertical patterns in many of the plants observed, which contributed to a
desire to look closely at lines. As the children searched for lines, they came across one
of the most fascinating creations in nature — a spider web!

Not wanting to lose the children’s enthusiasm, the teachers invited  the children to use
drawing to capture the intriguing web and as a way for the teachers to watch and listen
to the children’s processes. Listening to a spider and its web means pausing to look,
being receptive to its cognitive suggestions, to the questions that arise, the mysteries it
holds, and the beauty that multiples with each encounter.

“I saw a spider web at my house. It was drifting at night and climbing up on a tree in the
day.” — Ryan, four-years-old
“I see how it attached itself.” — Molly, four-years-old

The children discuss the webs they found around the school, around home, in stories,
and as the basis of their own narratives. 
“Some lines are up and down and some are circles. I saw a spider web on my swing set. It
got bigger and bigger. I think there is a spider in it. I’m going to check when I get home.”
— Chance, four-years-old



Connected to a Spider Web
a glimpse into the classroom

 
The studio is a critical space for children’s research. Using multiple languages,
drawing, clay, and found materials push our scrutiny even further and allow us to
find some answers to the questions we ask about the nature of things. 

The pleasure the entire class felt when researching webs was a source of focused
attention, listening, creativity, discovery, knowledge building, getting closer to each
other, and making deeper connections with the natural world.

Throughout the experiences, the children encountered thresholds between the real
and the imaginary. Sometimes the border was as thin as the silk web; the children
move easily between the two worlds. Introducing new elements like the light tables
and variety of surfaces opened up new possibilities to further their learning.

“I’m using the light so I can see our web.”— Chelsea, four-years-old
“I saw a spider web at the side yard of my house. It made music by spinning his web.
He’s be spinning this web to a drum.” — E’Eazzen, four-years-old

As the year comes to an end and the children were getting ready to move to new
classrooms and schools, the Sky Room educators invited the children to create an
installation for families to come to view the work. Could this installation serve as a
provocation for the new children arriving for the 2022-2023 school year?

The children eagerly pick up the invitation, and ideas began to spin in their hearts
and minds. The children decided to make and hide spider webs throughout the
Outdoor Classroom, creating a spider web hide and seek game that involves real
webs and child-created webs. In addition, the children left webs in the window of
the studio as a provocation for all who encounter them.

Concepts Encountered 
Pattern /  Mapping /  Borders

Verticality /  Shape           
 Transformation / Life/Death
Relationship  /  Friendship 

Story
Light & Shadow

Variation /  2-Dimensional / 3-Dimensional
Differences

Beauty
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Connected to a Tree
a glimpse into the classroom

The children in the Ivy Room have daily interactions with trees: noticing trees in
their yard, on the streets, out the car window, and on the Peachtree campus.
The educators follow the children's interests and invited the children to sketch
trees. This began a year-long connection to the trees.

The children use the knowledge they have previously collected and
observations from the world around them to create hypotheses as to how the
world and everything in it works.

"The branches wiggle when it's really breezy. The whole tree, but not the roots.
They're underground."-Trystan "A tree has branches so the leaves can fit on
there."-Griffin
"A tree has branches so that birds can live in it."- Ellie
"The branches can turn like the roots are doing."-Stone
"They are attached to each other by the roots. That's how they grow
sometimes."- Jack
"I think they're having a dance party. I think they just do some dance moves that
are wiggly."- Griffin
"They're friends. It looks like they're holding hands. They're loving each other."-
Sydney
"The tree roots are going underground and attaching. It makes them happy and
feel good....and feel protected."- Emeline

The children think deeply about how trees share with other trees and the world
around them. 

"On one tree, there's lots of brown, and on the other tree, there's a lot of browns.
They are close to each other, so that means they're family."- Ellie
"If they have the same leaves, they are in the same family."- Alex
"Because they look the same. If the bark is the same, they're family."- Stone
"When trees are hugging, they're friends."- Diya
"They connect to share their love."- Sadie
"The leaves tell each other good night when they are in bed; they talk to each
other."- Jack
"The leaves say, 'let's fly up to the clouds."- Sydney
"Let's fall down and play."- Emeline
"The leaves are always asking, "can I stay with you?" and if the other leaves say
yes, then the leaves ask, "all day?"- Diya
 

 



Connected to the Piazza
a glimpse into the school

A piazza in Italy is the center of community activity: a place to come
together to become neighbors, friends, and colleagues.

The piazza at Peachtree was designed after witnessing young children test
their bodies physically on the play yard. This space provided safe spaces for
children to use their bodies and senses to construct learning and
knowledge.

After observing and researching children in this setting, the educators
noted that the presence of familiar adults was essential to the group. The
adult helps maintain a positive emotional climate and supports the
motivation of the children's encounters. Peers influence each other
physically, emotionally, and cognitively. The children orient to others to
identify challenges and provide clues to solutions.

Mark-making 
 in the Piazza

Light experiences
 in the Piazza

Physical challenges
in the piazza



Connected to the Daily life



Connected to Families

Opening our doors and hearts to all families is a
fundamental value of the Preschool. Sharing the daily
life of the Preschool builds a strong connection
between families and educators.

Supporting daily life in the classroom
opportunities to contribute in person or from home

Class meetings
families and teachers meet and discuss the
educational journey of the child

Holidays and celebrations
delightful

Parents' Council
parents participate in a group to plan events

Room resource parents
supports the work of the classroom and Preschool

Studio work
working with children in the studio and outdoor
classroom

C

Mother's Day

Dad's Day

Mother's Day
Mother's Day

Toy drive Visiting Days Birthday celebration



Connected through special events

 

Special events and celebrations build solidarity and
connections between children, families, and educators.

Special events for 2021-2022
 

New Parent Coffees
New Parent Orientation

Pumpkin Patch
Visiting Days

Tuck in Tuesdays
Seeds for Hope

Afternoon of Stories
Educator Exchange Days
Springtime at Peachtree

Peachtree Family Festival



Connected to Adult Learning

Whole Project Days
Mosaic of Marks, Words, Material exhibition study

Mosaic of Mars, Words, Material atelier

New Teacher Experiences
Educator Exchange Days
Webinars
Nurtured Heart Approach courses 
Inclusion Forums
NAREA Summer Conferences and atelier
NAREA Winter Conference- Livestream
Shared readings
Reggio Emilia Approach (REA) mini-videos

Peachtree educators participate in ongoing professional
learning through Project Infinity, Reggio Emilia, Italy, and
in-house offerings.  Staff participated in:

, 



Re-Connected to Mosaic of Marks.

Words, Material exhibition and atelier

Peachtree enthusiastically welcomed the return of the
Mosaic of Marks, Words, Material exhibition and atelier.

The exhibition is a collection of works by the children who
attend the municipal infant-toddler centers and
preschools of Reggio Emilia. Drawing and telling stories
means imagining, analyzing, and exploring spaces, forms,
colors, words, metaphors, emotions, rhythms, and
pauses, entering into a narrative dimension that is both
internal and external to the self, playing on reality, fiction
and interpretations. The new exhibit from Reggio Emilia
illustrates the interweaving of drawing and words
creating an intelligent and poetic mosaic. The atelier
provides educators with opportunities to encounter
mark-making materials inspired by the educators in
Reggio." (Inspired Practices website)

Encounters with the Mosaic of Marks, Words, Material
exhibition and atelier:

Age-level studies by teachers
Collaboration meetings within the exhibition
Ten community ateliers
Project Infinity work at the exhibition and atelier
Professional development of atelier setup



With sincere gratitude, we thank the Preschool
families for trusting us with their most precious

gifts, the children. We are grateful to the
children who teach us the importance of

connection daily. We want to thank our Project
Infinity colleagues and the educators and
families of Reggio Emilia who continue to
inspire us and contribute to our efforts to
create a school worthy of the children and

families.

3434 Roswell Road
Atlanta, GA 30305

www.peachtreepresbyterianpreschool.org


